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590 12 VIRGINIA LAW RtGISTER. [Nov., 

existing at the time of the adoption of the act to regulate commerce, 
to mine and market coal, violates the mandate of that act respecting 
the maintenance of published rates and its prohibition against undue 
preferences and discriminations by stipulating to sell and transport 
coal at a price which is insufficient to yield its published freight rates 
after deducting the cost of purchase and delivery. 

Liberty of Contract.-A somewhat novel piece of legislation is up- 
held by the Supreme Court of Wisconsin in State v. Cary, 105 North- 
western Reporter, 792. It is there determined that Wis. Laws 1905, 
p. 419, c. .27, prohibiting the loaning of money on chattel mortgage, 
bill of sale, pledge, etc., at a greater rate of interest than ten per cent. 
per annum, or the acceptance of more than fourteen per cent. per 
annum in full for all examinations, views, fees, appraisals, commis- 
sions, or charges of any kind in procuring and making the loan is a 
reasonable and proper exercise of police power, and not an uncon- 
stitutional interference with liberty of contract. The further pro- 
vision of the statute making it a misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
or imprisonment to violate the provisions of the statute is held not 
in conflict with the constitutional guaranties of liberty. 

Construction of Deed of Minerals.-A case of unusual interest, as 
to the correctness of which everybody is entitled to his own opinion, 
is that of Griffin v. Fairmont Coal Co., 53 Southeastern Reporter, 24, 
where the Supreme Court of West Virginia, with Judge Poffenbarger 
dissenting, holds that a deed conveying the coal under a tract of land, 
together with the right to enter upon and under the land to mine the 
coal, does not contain any implied reservation that sufficient coal must 
be left to support the surface but that the grantee is entitled to take 
away all of the coal and allow the surface to collapse. 

Confrontation by Witness.-An interesting decision, relative to 
what constitutes a confrontation by a witness within the meaning of 
the constitutional provision that every person charged with an offense 
shall be confronted with the witnesses against him, is delivered by 
the Supreme Court of Georgia in Ralph v. State, 52 Southeastern 
Reporter, 298, in which it is held that where defendant in a criminal 
prosecution is deaf the court should permit the evidence of the wit- 
nesses to be communicated to him in some manner but declines to 
put the trial court in error for refusing to postpone the trial until an 
expert typewriter could be obtained to take the evidence on the ma- 
chine as it was given, and holds that the requirements of the constitu- 
tion were satisfied by the action of the court in allowing counsel for 
the accused to write down the testimony as the trial progressed and 
allowing defendant to read it. 
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